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In Fig . 1 - Fig. 3, a spacer expander 1 has a pair of axially 
spaced and circumf erentially extending upper and lower 
portions 2, 3 which are connected at their outer peripheral 
ends by a connecting portion 4 and formed at their inner 
peripheral end portions with a pair of side rail thrusting 
tabs 5, 6 stood outwardly, and has a nearly U-shaped 
cross-section in axial direction. The side rail 
thrusting tabs 5, 6 have end portions 5a, 6a, respectively, 
bent inwardly and nearly horizontally, and through these 
end portions 5a, 6a the back clearance from the bottom 
of the oil ring groove 16 is made to be held constant, 
thereby assembling property of the oil ring, when an 
automated assembling means being used, is improved. And 
a plurality of oil passages 7, each extending from the 
upper portion 2 through the connecting portion 4 to the 



lower portion 3, are formed circumf erentially at equal 
intervals, and between the adjacent oil passages there 
are formed a plurality of pair of opposite cutout portions 
8, 9, wherein the cutout portions 8 being extending through 
the upper side rail thrusting tab 5 and the upper portion 
2 to the connecting portion 4, and the cutout portions 
9 being extending through the lower side rail thrusting 
tab 6 and the lower portion 3 to the connecting portion 
4. And at portions of the inner faces of upper and lower 
portions 2, 3 adjacent the connecting portion 4 there are 
formed, through entire circumference, guiding grooves 10, 
11, respectively, each having a right-angled triangle 
cross section. The guiding groove 10 formed on the upper 
portion 2 is composed of a groove bottom face 10a which 
extends obliquely outward from a position on the inner 
face of the upper portion 2 a predetermined distance apart 
from the inner face of the connecting portion 4 to the 
inner face position of the connecting portion 4 and a groove 
wall face 10b contiguous to the inner surface of the 
connecting portion 4. The guiding groove 11 formed on 
the lower portion 3 has a cross sectional shape symmetric 
to that of the guiding groove 10 on the upper portion 2 
and is composed of a groove bottom face 11a which extends 
obliquely outward from a position on an inner face of the 
lower portion 3 a predetermined distance apart from the 
inner face of the connecting portion 4 to the inner face 
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position of the connecting portion 4 and a groove wall 
face lib contiguous to the inner surface of the connecting 
portion 4. A guiding rod 13 (described later) is inserted 
through between the pair of guiding grooves 10, 11. 
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